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Data Management Plans (DMPs)
● A formal document which clearly articulates the strategies and tools 

you will implement to effectively manage your data.

● Speaks to the management of data both during t h e  a c t ive  p h a se s  o f 
you r re se a rch  a n d  after t h e  com p le t ion  o f t h e  re se a rch  p ro je c t .

● A “living” d ocu m e n t  t h a t  ca n  b e  m od ifie d  t h rou g h ou t  you r p ro je c t  
t o  re fle c t  a n y ch a n g e s t h a t  h a ve  occu rre d .
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Objective: To address issues related to data management 
prior to starting your research project! 



For more information on DMPs:
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4001010 https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4004956

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.400101
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4001010
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4004956
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4001018


5

RDM - managing data throughout all phases of the research lifecycle

Source: “ E- Science and the Life Cycle of Research” , Hu m p h r ey, C. (20 0 6 )   

DMPs & the Research Lifecycle
through planning , active research , and beyond !



6

A DMP provides information across key research lifecycle categories:

DMPs & the Research Lifecycle

Data Collection

Documentation 
& Metadata

Storage & Backup

Sharing & ReuseEthics & Legal 
Compliance

Responsibilities & 
Resources

Preservation



● Because it is good practice .

● Be ca u se  it  is  practical .

● Be ca u se  it  is a n d /o r will be
required .

Tri -Agency Research Data 
Management Policy
3.2 Data management plans

All DMPs should describe: 
● how data will be collected, 

documented, formatted, protected 
and preserved;

● how existing datasets will be used 
and what new data will be created 
over the course of the research 
project;

● whether and how data will be 
shared; and

● where data will be deposited.
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Why DMPs?

http://www.science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97610.html


Portage Network of Experts
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https://portagenetwork.ca/

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/


Portage DMP Assistant
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● Hosted by the University of Alberta Library a n d  
su p p o rt e d  b y t h e  Portage Network.

● A national, open, bilingual d a t a  m a n a g e m e n t  
p la n n in g  (DMP ) t oo l t o  h e lp  re se a rch e rs  b e t t e r m a n a g e  
t h e ir d a t a  t h rou g h ou t  t h e  life sp a n  o f a  p ro je c t .

● Develops a DMP b y p rom p t in g  re se a rch e rs  t o  a n sw e r a  
n u m b e r o f ke y d a t a  m a n a g e m e n t  q u e st ion s, su p p o rt e d  
b y b e st -p ra c t ice  g u id a n ce  a n d  e xa m p le s .

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/


Portage DMP Assistant
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● Original DMP Assistant was adapted from the Digital 
Curation Centre (DCC) a n d  t h e ir DMPonline t oo l.

● Fre n ch  u se r in t e rfa ce  o rig in a lly p rod u ce d  w it h  su p p o rt  
from  t h e  Université de Montréal Library .

● DMP  Assis t a n t  2.0  u se s  t h e  DMPRoadmap cod e b a se  
d e ve lop e d  b y DCC a n d  t h e  University of California 
Curation Center (UC3) . 



Portage DMP Assistant
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Researchers can:

● Create project plans , u sin g  a  g e n e ric  t e m p la t e  o r a n  
in st it u t ion -,  d isc ip lin e -, o r m e t h od o log y-sp e c ific  
t e m p la t e ;

● See guidance a p p rop ria t e  t o  t h e  p a rt icu la r t e m p la t e  
t h e y a re  u sin g ;

● Collaborate w it h  m u lt ip le  re se a rch e rs  on  a  p la n ;
● Connect t o  loca l g u id a n ce  a n d  su p p o rt  fo r d a t a  

m a n a g e m e n t  a t  t h e ir a ca d e m ic  in st it u t ion s. 

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/


Portage DMP Assistant

13

Institutions can:

● Customize t h e  d e fa u lt  P o rt a g e  t e m p la t e  fo r t h e ir 
in st it u t ion ;

● Cre a t e  institution -specific t e m p la t e s  a n d  
g u id a n ce ;

● Vie w  in fo rm a t ion  a b ou t  DMP  Assis t a n t  usage a t  
t h e ir in st it u t ion .

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/
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March 3, 2021

?
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Portage DMP Assistant 2.0!
Version 2.0 has several new features & benefits, including:

● Th e  a b ilit y t o  ‘clone’ DMPs fo r u se  in  s im ila r p ro je c t s ;

● Th e  a b ilit y fo r in st it u t ion s t o  c re a t e  more flexible DMP 
templates in  t e rm s o f in st it u t ion a l cu st om iza t ion  a s  w e ll a s  
e n h a n ce d  t e m p la t e  d e ve lop m e n t  fu n c t ion s su ch  a s  
c lon in g , u se  o f p h a se s a n d  t h e m e s, a n d  w orkin g  from  a  
ra n g e  o f n e w  d isc ip lin e - a n d  m e t h od o log y-sp e c ific  
t e m p la t e s;

● Ne w  usage statistics dashboards fo r in st it u t ion a l 
a d m in ist ra t o rs .
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https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/
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https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/?locale=fr_CA

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/?locale=fr_CA


Upon signing in, you can either access an existing DMP… 

… or c re a t e  a  n e w  on e



NEW in 2.0, you can also ‘copy’ or ‘clone’ an existing 
DMP for similar projects or funder requirements ...



Each DMP has study level information associated with it: 



You can choose to answer questions within any 
g ive n  se c t io n  a t  a n y t im e  ...



Dedicated space as well as customized guidance 
is  p ro vid e d  fo r e a ch  q u e st io n  ...



For any given question you are able to ‘share 
n o t e s’ w it h  yo u r co lla b o ra t o rs  ...



You can easily add collaborators to your 
DMP , w it h  d iffe re n t  p e rm issio n s se t t in g s ...



A range of options are available both for 
fo rm a t t in g  a n d  d o w n lo a d in g  yo u r DMP  ...
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Administrator Features
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Local administrators can view plans at their 
organization:
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Local administrators can templates at their institution ...

… or create a new institution -specific template.
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Local administrators can also customize templates ...

… and add institution -specific guidance.
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https://bit.ly/39aIkfy

https://bit.ly/39aIkfy
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New DMP Templates

● Advanced Research Computing

● Arts -Based Research

● Interdisciplinary Health 

Software/Technology Development

● Mixed Methods (Surveys & Qualitative 

Research)

● Qualitative Health Sciences Research

Portage is pleased to have published five new d isc ip lin e -
a n d  m e t h o d o log y-sp e c ific  Da t a  Ma n a g e m e n t  P la n  (DMP ) 
Te m p la t e s  t h u s  fa r ...

● Le  d é ve lop p e m e n t  in t e rd isc ip lin a ire  d e  

log ic ie l ou  d e  t e ch n o log ie  e n  sa n t é

● L’in fo rm a t iq u e  d e  re ch e rch e  a va n cé e

● Le s m é t h od e s m ixt e s  (e n q u ê t e s  e t  

re ch e rch e  q u a lit a t ive )

● La  re ch e rch e  b a sé e  su r le s  a rt s

● La  re ch e rch e  q u a lit a t ive  e n  sc ie n ce s d e  

la  sa n t é
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New DMP Templates

● CRDCN: Accessing Data from 

Research Data Centres

● CRDCN: Research Data Centres and 

External Analysis

● History and the Humanities

● Neuroimaging in the Neurosciences

● Open Science Workflows

● Studying Molecular Interactions

● Systematic Reviews

● Water Quality Research

… with eight more t o  co m e !

● RCCDR : L'a ccè s  a u x d o n n é e s  d e s  ce n t re s  d e  

d o n n é e s  d e  re ch e rch e

● RCCDR : Le s  ce n t re s  d e  d o n n é e s  d e  re ch e rch e  

e t  le s  a n a lyse s  e xt e rn e s

● La  re ch e rch e  e n  h is t o ire  e t  e n  h u m a n it é s

● Le s é t u d e s  e n  n e u ro -im a g e rie  d a n s  le s  

n e u ro sc ie n ce s

● Le s flu x d e  t ra va il e n  sc ie n ce  o u ve rt e

● L’é t u d e  d e s  in t e ra c t io n s  m o lé cu la ire s

● Le s re vu e s  syst é m a t iq u e s

● La  re ch e rch e  su r la  q u a lit é  d e  l’e a u
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New templates will be available for customization ...



34

Five NEW t e m p la t e s  h a ve  b e e n  p u b lish e d  in  t h e  2.0  p la t fo rm :
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NEW templates can be used to create new plans with Portage 
Network selected as organisation:
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Local admin can edit their organisation’s details ...



37

Local admin can also view the users at their institution:
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NEW Usage Statistics Dashboard
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Administrators can view template usage by number of plans:
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Administrators can also run their own custom searches of 
their usage statistics ...

… by both Users and Plans.
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Looking 
Ahead

The DMP Assistant Steering Committee 
provides essential guidance, support and 
direction

● API Integration w it h  o t h e r syst e m s (e .g ., 

g ra n t s , e t h ics)

● Reviewing & Evaluating DMP s

● Bu ild in g  a  DMP Repository w it h  DMP  

Assis t a n t  in t e g ra t ion

● DMP  Versioning

● Le ve ra g in g  t h e  p ow e r & p o t e n t ia l o f PIDs

● Im p rovin g  m a ch in e -a c t ion a b ilit y > maDMPs

, in c lu d in g  new features su ch  a s:

https://portagenetwork.ca/network -of -experts/dmp -expert -
group/

https://portagenetwork.ca/network-of-experts/dmp-expert-group/
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Machine Actionable DMPs

Source: https://github.com/RDA-DMP-Common/RDA-DMP-Common-Standard/blob/master/docs/diagrams/maDMP-diagram.png

Free -form or “narrative” 
text documents

Metadata -rich machine -
actionable DMPs

https://github.com/RDA-DMP-Common/RDA-DMP-Common-Standard/blob/master/docs/diagrams/maDMP-diagram.png
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Machine Actionable DMPs

https://www.rd -alliance.org/groups/dmp -common -standards -wg

https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/dmp-common-standards-wg


DMPRoadmap Around the World!
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Thank you!
Questions?

Contact:
Robyn Nicholson

Data Management Planning Coordinator
rob yn .n ich o lson @ca rl-a b rc .c a

su p p o rt @p ort a g e n e t w ork.c a  
assistant.portagenetwork.ca

This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo , including icons by Flaticon 46

https://assistant.portagenetwork.ca/
https://slidesgo.com
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